
 

FEBRUARY 2018 WOMEN AND SCIENCE 

EQUALITY AND PARITY IN SCIENCE FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT 

Group members: Endika Alonso, Lukas Barbara, Edison Cañizares, Jon Gaminde and Jon 
Ibarra 

Assignment: 
WORK IN GROUPS OF 5/6 PEOPLE to do the following: 

GROUP 4:  EQUALITY AND PARITY IN SCIENCE FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT 

HELENA DAHLI, TALYA OZDEMIR, REBECCA JEKOGIAN 

Watch the videos (Talya, Rebecca) and write an interview with each of them on the topic 

 
 
 

Interview to Talya Özdemir  

In regards to the day of Girls and Women in Science we have with us ten-year-old Turkish 
Talya Özdemir. You would ask yourself what this little girl has to say about Women and 
Science. Indeed, our young interviewee is the youngest person ever to address the UN 
(United Nations). It was a day like this two years ago that, on the International Day of 
Women and Girls in Science, Talya had the opportunity to share her thoughts in front of the 
UN. First, we asked our guest how she achieved to address the United Nations. 
 
Talya:The Royal Academy of Science International elected me in order to represent world’s 
children. 
Interviewer: It is interesting that it was just a ten-year-old girl that they elected to represent 
them, don’t you think? 
Talya: In fact, I think it is a quite reasonable choice. If you think about it, we the children are 
the future leaders of the world and each of us will have his or her own job: However, it is 
older people that take the decisions for us, decisions that have led towards global warming, 
poverty, hunger and inequality between men and women, boys and girls. 
Interviewer: Which was your aim by taking part in this experience? 
Talya: I wanted to share my thoughts on such an important day, which encourages girls like 
me to choose to become scientists, honors women in science and contributes to the 
development of the world. 
Interviewer: In your speech you talked about The National Sovereignty and Children’s Day 
in Turkey. Could you explain  what does it consist of? 
Talya: It is celebrated on 23rd April, since 1920. Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the founder of the 
Turkish Republic, gave this day to children because he believed that the children of Turkey 
are the future leaders, and he was right. The President, the Prime Minister, the cabinet 
ministers, provincial governors all turn over their positions to children's representatives. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqWNGQAAGcg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSp_mHcbaFw


 

These children, in turn, sign executive orders relating to educational and environmental 
policies. Moreover, Schools prepare performances for week-long ceremonies. 
Interviewer: How important do you think renewable energies are for the achievement of 
peace? 
Talya: They are really important because they don’t harm the environment or our own 
people or animals. We can get renewable energies from nature and are owned by everyone, 
so this means no more wars to get oil and the insurance of a peaceful, safe and clean world 
for the children of the world. 
Interviewer: So which is the way to change the inequality between different countries? 
Talya: Some say we need money, I say we need people who want to make a change. It has 
to be all of us, all together we can make our world a better place for everyone to come after. 
 
Despite her young age, Tayla does not stammer when talking about the big issues of our 
society. Seeing her conviction on the matter, it wouldn’t be a bad idea to take into 
consideration the words of this little girl who seeks for a better world for everyone. 
  



 

Interview to Rebecca Jekogian 
 
This time we are with Rebecca Jekogian, an 11-year-old girl born in New York. She also 
took part in the United Nations General Assembly on the International Day of Women and 
Girls in Science. But how did she get to speak in front of the UN at that age? 
 
Rebecca: A few years ago, I began to write letters to women in science and tech. One of 
these letters was addressed to Sandrine Thuret, a successful investigator and lecturer in 
stem cell research and my role model and inspiration. Then she replied to my letter asking 
me to attend the International Day of Women at the United Nations in her place. Some of the 
UN organizers had heard of my story and invited me to speak at the opening session, so I 
did. 
Interviewer: Why do you think women are not recognized in science and technology? 
Rebecca: Science has always been led by men who have wanted to reinforce their power 
and they’ve quietened down the achievements of women, fearing them. But there are 
actually many women in this field. For example, Ada Lovelace who was the first computer 
programmer in the 1800, Sally Ride, a famous astrophysicist and astronaut and the first 
American woman in space and Nellie Cabral Abra an astrobiologist at the SETI Institute 
looking for life on other planets. 
Interviewer: In your opinion, how important could women’s contribution be to human 
society? 
Rebecca: Increasing the number of female scientists, more solutions would be found to the 
most important issues of human being: foul water could be changed into drinkable water, 
global warming could be stopped, eliminating Alzheimer’s disease, Leaving Earth to live on 
Mars… All these things will happen in my lifetime if more girls go into science 
Interviewer: It is quite obvious that if we want to encourage girls into science, the more 
people know about their potential, the better. But, which is the way to reach the biggest 
amount of people? 
Rebecca: When we talk about making something known, we must emphasize the 
importance of social media. Indeed, it was after a TED talk I watched that I wrote the letter 
which took me to the UN, as I previously have explained. 
Interviewer: what do you think is the most important factor to ensure girls like you get 
interested on science? 
Rebecca: Education. Problems we have today like global warming aren't going to be solved 
by our parents. It is girls like me that are going to find the real solutions. Thus,  it's important 
that parents governments and the UN make sure that girls everywhere go to school. 
 
We say goodbye to Rebecca Jekogian, amazed by the security and ambition of this 
11-year-old girl. It is a relief to think people her age have so clear the solutions to the big 
brain teasers of nowadays. 
 


